
1484

there are about .&950 in hand, C900 of which were raised by a
very successful fete held at the Clifton Zoological Gardens in
the summer.

The Bristol Medical Librarry.
At a general meeting of the Bristol Medico-Chirurgical

Society held on Oct. 14th Mr. C. K. Rudge, the honorary
librarian, gave a short account of recent changes in the
character of the Medical Library. This is one of the largest
libraries of its kind in the country, containing over 20,000
volumes and taking in over 200 periodicals. It is under the

joint control of University College (in the building of which it
is situated) and the Medico-Chirurgical Society. Both of these
bodies have now agreed to the circulation of their books,
with certain necessary reservations, among the subscribers to
the library. Further, there is under consideration a scheme
for establishing a "National Libraries Association," which
would undertake the interchange of books and periodicals
between various medical libraries. It is thought that if only
two or three libraries join at first the scheme will still be
worthy of trial.

T- _._ T:f-- T __I i. __ _

Long Fox Lecture.
Mr. J. Herbert Parsons delivered the fourth annual Long

Fox lecture on Nov. 5th before a large audience in the
Medical Library of University College, Mr. F. Richardson
Cross being in the chair. The subject, Metastatic Inflamma-
tions of the Eye, proved to be of general as well as special
interest. Mr. Parsons dwelt on the tendency of the various
infective agents which invade the eye by way of the blood-
stream to select the uveal tract for attack and ascribed this to
biochemical rather than to anatomical reasons. After a brief
notice of pseudo-glioma retinas and other possibly infective
conditions Mr. Parsons concluded by stating his belief that
" sympathetic 

" 

ophthalmitis is excited by blood-borne infec-
tion, and reminded his hearers that it was Mr. Augustin
Prichard of Bristol who was the first to advocate removal of
the I I irritating " eye in order to save the other. The lecture
was admirably illustrated by micro-photographs thrown on
the lantern screen. After an expression of thanks by the
chairman, Mr. Parsons spoke of his personal indebtedness to
the Bristol Medical School, at which the greater part of his
student life was spent.
Nov. 10th.

MANCHESTER.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Tke Port Sanitary &Acirc;tdhority.
DURING the period between Sept. 28th and Oct. 25th

203 vessels were inspected, 179 of which were British, and
65 were found insanitary. During the month 2673 cattle
were landed at the foreign animals wharf from Canadian
and American ports and they had to be carefully examined.
To show how necessary it is to maintain a vigilant outlook
Mr. W. F. Dearden, medical officer to the Manchester Port
Authority, said that he received word from Liverpool
that the s.s. VeneUa from Karachi, which port was infected
with cholera, plague, and small-pox, had passed Formby light-
ship without notifying the port she was from and had slipped
through to Eastham without being boarded by the Liverpool
inspecting officer. She was, however, examined at Runcorn
but was allowed to go up to Manchester as the medical
officer was satisfied there was no danger. This was a

happy ending to the incident. But it might have been,
and may any time be, otherwise, as the recent occurrence of
one or two cases of plague reported in the papers as having
been discovered at Liverpool plainly shows. It is a satis-

faction, however, to know that the port of Manchester is
well guarded from such foes.

Notification of Births.
In a recent report Mr. E. Sargeant, the medical officer of

the Lancashire county council, while stating that the infant
mortality was the lowest on record, said that the returns,
especially as regards the deaths of illegitimate children, were
not altogether satisfactory. As a remedy for this state of i
things he suggested that the provisions of the Notification of IBirths Act should be adopted in every district. At present
they have only been adopted in a few of them.

- ?M’-<M<.
The apprehension of malefactors is not the only debt we

owe to the police. The rendering of "first-aid" " is now a

very important function which they often perform with skill
and kindness. Some interesting particulars were given the
other week by the chief constable, when the Lord Mayor of
Manchester presented the awards of the St. John Ambu-
lance Association to 220 officers and men in the city police
force. He said that 1064 members of the force were holding
ambulance certificates and badges, while classes were being
held for the instruction of new members not yet qualified in
first-aid. The Lord Mayor complimented the men on this
side of their work and emphasised the importance of the

services they were enabled "from- time to time to render
to the citizens of Manchester. ’As an illustration the

following case may be mentioned. ’ A child about three years
of age had had its arm run over by ’a lorry and was brought
into a tram to be taken to the hospital. As the car was

starting a police officer got in and at once attended to the
child by carefully and intelligently binding up the arm, and
he accompanied it to the infirmary. It should be added that
the guard of the tram served out bandages from a tin box
thoughtfully provided by the tramway authorities. The
narrator to me of this incident was very much struck by
the care, skill, and gentleness shown by the constable, and it
brings to mind the many services the police render to the
public outside their constabulary duties.

Nov. 10th.

SCOTLAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

Royal Medical Society of Edinburgh.
AT a meeting of this society, held on Nov. 6th, Dr. A. F.

Hewat delivered his presidential address. The subject
chosen was the History of Ansthetics." The speaker gave
a complete and interesting account of the history of
anaesthetic and analgesic drugs up to the time of the
introduction of ether and chloroform. Dr. Hewat having
been heartily thanked for his address Dr. Peter Marshall read
the notes of an interesting case of Hysterical Gastralgia.

Donations and Beyztests.
Miss Isabella Nasmyth of Middlebank, Fife, who died in

July last, and whose will has just been proved, has

bequeathed ;&1000 to the Dunfermline Cottage Hospital,
f,1000 to the Victoria Hospital for Consumption, Craigleith,
Edinburgh, C500 to the Edinburgh Institute for the Relief of
Incurables in their Own Homes, and E500 to the Longmore
Hospital, Edinburgh. ’

Aberdeen &Uuml;11/iversity Medical Soeiety.
The opening address for the winter session was delivered

on Nov. 6th by Sir J. Halliday Croom (Edinburgh) on

"The Choice of Medicine as a Profession." Before a

large attendance Professor Croom spoke of the chances of
the medical life in clear language. Alluding first to what
led to the choice of medicine as a profession, he said that
many became medical men by heredity, and he found that
this class came to their profession with a more or less definite
conception of what it really was. Many, however, entered
by individual preference, and if the incentive that prompted
their choice was a desire to alleviate human suffering they
were likely to succeed; but if it was with any hope of
attaining a higher social position than was perhaps possible
in commercial life they were not likely to succeed. Then as
to fortune, the average medical income was from &pound; 300 to
f,400, and with all working expenses deducted the clear
income was not much over .E200. He spoke of the duration
of the life of the medical man as compared with that of the
clergyman who lived longer than any other professional man.
Medical men had the highest death-rate of any profession in
the world, the average life being 39 years ; but whatever its
defects medicine had the merit of magnitude and diversity
of interest.
Nov. 10th. ’

IRELAND.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

Health of IJttblin: The Epidemic of Enteric Fever at Clontarf.
THE fortnightly meeting of the public health committee

was held in the municipal buildings on Nov. 4th. Sir
Charles A. Cameron, superintendent medical officer of health,


